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Briot's history in an early volume of the British Numis-
matic Journal.11 Were it not for some chronological diffi-
culties, therefore, we need not discuss his career in detail
previously to the outbreak of the Civil War. But suffice
it for our immediate purpose that a member of a noted
Protestant family of engravers and medallists, Nicholas,
or rather Nicolas, according to the original spelling of
his name, was born a French subject, circa 1579 or 1580,
at Damblain in Bassigny in the Duchy of Bar; that
although Tailleur General des Monnaies de France from
1606 to 1625, he was unsuccessful in his endeavours to
establish a milled currency, in spite of being upheld by
Louis XIV in his desires. His constant insubordination
to the Cour des Monnaies and his visits without leave
to Nancy, the capital of Lorraine, where he intermittently
superintended the mint, militated against a peaceful
settlement of all questions which related to his position.12
From 1622 to 1625 his methods of coining were under
constant discussion, but in July, 1624, he as Fennier
General de la Monnaie owed six months' wages to his
workmen, and could no longer battle with the situation.
In May, 1625, he offered his place for sale, and although
the King granted him a delay for the settlement of his
affairs, his situation in France became untenable and he
fled to England.13 His presence is attested in Paris so

11 British Numismatic Journal, vol. v.: " Portraiture of our Stuart
Monarohs on their Coins and Medals," Part I.

1S Briot became Tailleur General to the Due de Lorraine in 1611,
but in 1616, in consequence of his frequent absences from Paris, he
was forbidden by the Gour des Monnaies to work " pour aucuns princes
et monnoys estrangeres," but some exceptions were, however, made
later. See Mazerolle's Briot Tailleur G&n&ral, p. 198, and Medail-
leitrs, vol. i. pp. cxii to cziv.

13 See Mazerolle's Medailleurs, cxxi to cxxv, and Tailleur G6n6ralt
pp. 303 to 309. Monsieur Mazerolle writes; " Le roi le 15 Mai acoorda